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“The world requires massive collaboration to shift our human consciousness 
into a more sustainable relationship with the earth. The elephant is strong, 
enormously powerful, yet hugely vulnerable in its relationship to humans. It 
offers a poignant and timely metaphor to contemplate issues of coexistence 
and how we must now live. What will we do to change how we live? What will 
accelerate our commitment to create a more sustainable world? I am hoping 

Nomkhubulwane will inspire many more people to ask and address these questions.” 
—Andries Botha, creator, Nomkhubulwane

As you know, one of my visions when I became Marygrove College’s president was to develop an 
initiative around the idea of urban leadership—a commitment by the College to the metropolitan 
Detroit community, to share our expertise and develop partnerships to collaborate in developing 
solutions to contemporary social, environmental, cultural, political, educational, and economic 
issues in urban areas. I continue to be passionate about engaging our alumni, community, faculty, 
staff and students around these pressing urban challenges and their impact on the areas where we 
work and live. 

In support of this urban leadership vision and in specific response to pressing local and global 
issues involving environmental sustainability and earth care, I am proud to announce that the 
College is bringing Nomkhubulwane (Nom-koo-bull-WAH-nee, Zulu for Mother Earth), an elephant 
sculpture created by South African sculptor Andries Botha, to Detroit. This life-size sculpture, made 
of galvanized steel and recycled truck tires, is traveling around the world to raise awareness about 
how people can creatively address concerns caused by the expanding human ecological footprint. 
Nomkhubulwane is one of 17 elephants on display globally by the Human Elephant Foundation 
(www.humanelephant.org).

Nomkhubulwane will “migrate” to Detroit from Toronto, at the Detroit-Windsor border on Tuesday, 
Oct. 12 and will be at Marygrove College for the first week of its stay before moving to Detroit’s 
Cultural Center, Oct. 21 - Nov. 1, 2010.

Marygrove is working with various organizations within the community, including the Detroit 
Bioneers Conference, to help support its efforts to engage Detroit-area youth in education, 
conversation, artistic expression and collaboration about Nomkhubulwane and what her message 
of environmental sustainability represents to the world at large, and to their own community.

I hope you share my excitement and enthusiasm about this wonderful traveling exhibit. More 
specific details about the project are included on page 7.

Regards,

David J. Fike, Ph.D., President

Marygrove College Brings
“Nomkhubulwane” to Detroit

continued on page 7

Regards,Regards,



Homecoming in 
September is sure to 
attract lots of alumni 
from the reunion years, 
some who have made 
it to every reunion 
and others for whom 
this year is a first.  
Whatever brings 
us, we come to 
Homecoming on 
campus with our 

own personal memories 
along with lots of nostalgia.  Although we 
tend to see Marygrove filtered through 
the eyes of when we were students, and 
know that some things have changed 
since then, we can be reassured 
that today’s Marygrove maintains its 
commitment to the original mission of the 
College.

The installation of smart, state-of-the-
art science classrooms and labs, for 
example, are affirmations of the College’s 
pursuit of excellence in all areas of 
learning. The active Service Learning 

News from Alumni Association President 
Rita Edgeworth Fields ’96, ’02

group, led by Barbara Beesley IHM ’64, 
attests to the College’s continued focus on 
educating students toward active compassion 
and commitment to others. The use of outdoor 
spaces for a new Golf Practice Facility to 
support the Midnight Golf program and a 
new soccer field installed this summer, offer 
evidence of addressing students’ campus-life 
needs and are attracting young people to 
the campus in numbers that have not been 
witnessed in ten years. And the continuation of 
cherished ceremonies such as the Welcoming 
Mass, Founders’ Day and Baccalaureate are 
examples of how Marygrove continues to 
maintain sacred traditions that tie generations 
of students together.

As each of us looks back on our own fond 
memories of our alma mater, let’s continue to 
look forward and support our future alumni.  
I hope that, if you have infrequently or never 
attended a Marygrove Homecoming, you’ll 
consider coming this year. The campus is 
as vibrant and full of hope as it’s ever been 
and I know you’ll be inspired by what you 
see.  
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Nearly every day, an alumna/us, friend, 
corporation or foundation makes the decision 
to invest in Marygrove College. Many 
do so because they believe they get the 
best possible return on their investment.  
Others invest as a sign of gratitude for the 
exceptional education they received; a 
desire to see Marygrove’s legacy continue; 
a way to show support for the College’s 
commitment to remain in the City of Detroit 
and for the leadership Marygrove provides 
to the community or a belief in the College’s 
mission. Whatever the motivation – every 
gift matters. Regardless of the size, gifts 
have a huge impact on the lives and learning 
environment of our students.  

Marygrove makes two requests for support 
annually-- the Annual Fund in November 
and the Annual Scholarship Fund in April. 
The Annual Fund provides money that is 
vital to the day-to-day operations of the 
College. These funds can be used to recruit 
and develop first-rate faculty, maintain or 

Every Gift Matters 
renovate our beautiful buildings, program 
development, curriculum enhancement 
or other critical-need areas. The Annual 
Scholarship Fund helps Marygrove attract 
the best and brightest students by offering 
competitive scholarships and financial 
aid packages. Occasionally you may also 
receive information about a specific project 
we believe you might have an interest in 
supporting.

As the holiday season approaches and 
you begin to make decisions about which 
organizations you will support at the year‘s 
end, we hope that Marygrove will be high on 
your list. You can rest assured that we will be 
trustworthy stewards of your gift, and your 
donation will have a significant impact on the 
lives of our students. 

If you have questions or need additional 
information, please contact Diane Puhl, 
Director of Alumni Relations/Alumni Annual 
Giving at (313) 927-1443 or 
dpuhl@marygrove.edu.
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Thursday, September 16 
9th Annual Alumni and Friends
Golf Scramble
11:00 a.m. • St. John’s Golf and Conference 
Center, Plymouth, MI

This event includes 18 holes with cart, lunch 
at the turn, buffet dinner, two drink tickets and 
contest prizes. All skill levels are welcome. 

You may register individually, with a partner 
or with an entire foursome. The format will be 
best ball/scramble. Cost is $125 per golfer or 
$50 for dinner only. Registration deadline 
is Wednesday, September 8. If you have 
questions or need more information contact 
Diane Puhl, Director of Alumni Relations/
Annual Giving at 
(313) 927-1443 or dpuhl@marygrove.edu.

Friday, September 17 
Distinguished Alumni Awards 
Ceremony and Reception
7:00 - 10:30 p.m. 
Marygrove College Theatre and
Denk Chapman Hall

All alumni are invited to attend the award 
ceremony in the Theatre and then enjoy 
refreshments, conversation and live music at 
the reception that follows in Denk Chapman 
Hall.

2010 Homecoming Schedule of Events

Saturday, September 18 
Registration and Continental 
Breakfast
8:30 - 9:30 a.m.
Madame Cadillac

Mass • 10:00 - 11:00 a.m.
Sacred Heart Chapel 

An alumni choir, under the direction of 
alumnus Tom Zerafa ’91, will sing at this 
mass and you are invited to join them. 

Class/Group Pictures
11:00 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. 
Liberal Arts Building 

Pictures will be taken of classes whose 
graduation year ends in 0 or 5 (1955, 1960, 
etc.) and of groups from the 80s through the 
present.

Lunch • 12:30 - 2:00 p.m. 
Alumnae Hall

Campus Tours • 2:15 – 3:30 p.m.

Homecoming 2010 celebrates the graduating classes of 1930, 1935, 1940, 1945, 1950, 1955, 1960, 1965, 1970, 1975, 1980, 1985, 1990, 
1995, 2000 and 2005, however, everyone, regardless of graduation year, is invited and encouraged to attend. For more information 
contact Diane Puhl, Director of Alumni Relations/Alumni Annual Giving at (313) 927-1443 or dpuhl@marygrove.edu.

Brennan Petrie Stead Husband Siroky
Konovalov

Honeyman Redigan Watley

Sunday, September 19 
Golden Jubilee Celebration Mass 
Honoring the Class of 1960
11:00 a.m. - Noon
Sacred Heart Chapel

Brunch and Induction of the Class 
of 1960 into the Fifty Year Club and 
recognition of those who graduated 
prior to 1960 
Noon - 2:00 p.m.
Main Dining Room

Registration materials were mailed to all 
reunion class members in July, however, 
everyone, regardless of graduation year, 
is invited to attend. For more information 
contact Diane Puhl, Director of Alumni 
Relations/Alumni Annual Giving at 
(313) 927-1443 or dpuhl@marygrove.edu.

“Portraits in Social Justice” 
Exhibit Opening Saturday • 2:00 – 5:00 p.m.
Beyond Words Gallery in the Library
Amy Lange, ’08 graduate of the Master of Social 
Justice program and her husband Michael 
Shore, both Emmy-award winning journalists at 
Fox 2 News, debut “Portraits in Social Justice,” 
a photography exhibit featuring crusaders and 
visionaries in the peace and justice movement.

Margaret Brennan, IHM ’45
Ann Petrie ’60

2010 Distinguished Alumni and Distinguished Alumni of Tomorrow Award Recipients

Suzanne Stead Husband ’65
Mark Honeyman ’85

Patricia Siroky Konovalov ’87
Kim Redigan ’08

Angela Watley ’10
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Marygrove 
recently tabbed 
Frank McAuliffe 
as the head of 
their new men’s 
and women’s golf 
programs.

McAuliffe, 
who was first 

acquainted with Marygrove College 
in 2001 through the Midnight Golf 
Program, will lead the latest sport to be 
added to the ever-expanding Mustangs 
athletic program.
“The addition of Frank as head coach, 
combined with our exciting Urban Golf 
Project, will increase the visibility of our 
program as well as enhance campus life 
for our students and the community,” said 

This is Mustang TerritoryThis is Mustang TerritoryThis is Mustang Territory
Marygrove Hires PGA Pro to Head New Golf Programs

Dave Sichterman, Marygrove Director of 
Athletics, Wellness & Recreation.

In a season of firsts, McAuliffe will be 
entering his first season as a college 
head coach, while the Mustangs’ golf 
program enters its inaugural season. 
Although it is late in the recruiting season, 
McAuliffe used his unique background 
of coaching and playing experience to 
attract some of the area’s best talent to 
the campus. 

McAuliffe has valuable coaching 
experience and finished in his 16th 
season as head coach for Dexter High 
School’s Men’s Golf Team. With McAuliffe 
at the helm, Dexter has achieved 
10 Southeastern Conference (SEC) 
Championships and a runner-up finish in 
the 2008 Michigan High School Athletic 

Association (MHSAA) State Tournament.

Along with his coaching background and 
successes, McAuliffe is an accomplished 
player himself. He has competed 
in nine National Club Professional 
Championships, three National Club 
Professional Senior Championships, and 
has won various tournaments. 
McAuliffe has been the Head Golf 
Professional at the Ann Arbor Country 
Club for 29 years and is the residing 
Professional of the Year for the Michigan 
Section of the Professional Golfers 
Association (PGA).  He is also the Growth 
of the Game Chairman and a board 
member for the Michigan section of the 
PGA. In the past, McAuliffe has served 
the PGA in other capacities, including his 
tenure as Tournament Chairman.

Talk, Taste and Tour
Plan Your Next Alumni Gathering at Marygrove

The Educational Technology Services 
Department at Marygrove offers free 
technology training workshops to alumni 
on a variety of topics including the 
Microsoft Office 2007 version of Word, 
PowerPoint and Excel. Training sessions 
are offered at the College in the Student 
Technology Instruction Center (STIC) 
located in L012 of the Library’s lower 
level. The list of workshops is available at 
marygrove.edu/ets/workshops.asp.
For more information or to register for a 
workshop, contact Gwen Little or 
John Stabile at (313) 927-1582.

Technology Training 
Workshops

Offered Free to Alumni
Because so many renovations and improvements 
have been made at Marygrove over the past 
few years, we have been encouraging groups of 
alumni who get together periodically to schedule 
a gathering at Marygrove. 

Recently, several groups have taken us up on the 
offer and have been pleased with the experience. 
Diane Puhl, Director of Alumni Relations/Alumni 
Annual Giving at Marygrove, will graciously host 
your group. For a nominal fee (usually less than 
you would pay in a restaurant), you will enjoy 
a great meeting space, wonderful food and a 
guided tour of the campus and the renovations. 
If you are interested in scheduling a gathering 
or would like more information, please contact 
Diane at (313) 927-1443 or 
dpuhl@marygrove.edu. 


